
£46bn – the cost of family failure remains very high 

 

Our annual “Cost of Family Failure Index” continues to receive widespread attention. We began the 

exercise some years ago to show the huge charge of family breakdown to the public purse. We  argue 

that only when this cost is taken seriously will people recognise how important relationships are to 

general wellbeing and happiness. Family breakdown reduces health, wealth and wellbeing – the three 

things in which people are most interested. Reduced health, wealth and wellbeing all put pressure on 

relationships, thus reinforcing and perpetuating the vicious circle of breakdown. Very quickly people see 

that this is more than economics. We always need to set the economic cost in the much broader 

personal and social context of the often intense pain and suffering felt by those experiencing family 

failure, especially for the children involved.. 

 

We can now announce that the update figures for 2014 remains very high – at £45.76 billion. This 

means failed relationships cost each current UK taxpayer £1,562 a year. This latest update follows our 

five previous editions of this annual index. It shows a marginal decrease of 0.7% from the previous 

year’s total of £46.07 billion, but a substantial increase of 23.6% from £37.03 billion in 2009. 

 

How does it compare with previous years? 

 

Apart from education and young people not in education, employment or training, all other component 

areas of the index show a general upward trend since the first edition in 2009. The six-year trend 

suggests there are no signs these overall upward pressures on the cost to the public purse as a result 

of family failure will abate in the near future. However, recent trends suggest that the costs associated 

with certain component areas may decrease marginally as a result of cuts in public spending. The 

effects of these cuts are most evidently felt in education and young people not in education, 

employment or training and civil and criminal justice, where apart from legal aid and free school meals, 

every subcomponent within these two larger component areas has registered lower figures this year 

compared to the last. The largest fall, however, is seen in health and social care costs. Despite public 

spending on the NHS has been largely insulated from the wider cuts, “efficiency savings” and cuts in 

social services and care (down from £5.51bn last year to £4.66bn) have contributed to a considerably 

lower figure of £14.84bn for the health and social care component area as a whole. 

 

It is clear the overall costs to the taxpayer have remained very high over the period. Despite living in an 

era of austerity brought about initially by the recession and now a slowly recovering economy, and in 

the face of deep public spending cuts, taxpayers continue to shoulder a huge financial burden when 

families fail. 
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