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We are del ighted that the Covernment is committed to 'radical act ion to reform the criminal
just ice system' .  In  Nat ional  Fami ly  Week we hope you wi l l  pay par t icu lar  at tent ion to both
the impact  of  cr ime on fami l ies,  and the importance of  s t rengthening fami ly  re lat ionships as
part of any long-term crime reduction strategy. Pol ice, prison and sentencing reform alone
wi l l  not  protect  the publ ic  and reduce reof fending.

The real i ty is that much of the heavy l i f t ing in enabling improved social outcomes in this area
wi l l  fa l l  to  fami l ies.  In  Nat ional  Fami ly  Week we are wr i t ing to a number of  government
depar tments h ighl ight ing the fact  that  wi thout  a champion at  the hear t  o f  government ,  the
fami ly- f r iendly  agenda is  unl ike ly  to  succeed.  There needs to be c lear  top- level  leadership on
the fami ly  and fami ly  pol icy should have a centra l  ro le in  government ,  based perhaps at  the
Cabinet Off ice. Becoming family-fr iendly requires a co-ordinated plan as there are
impl icat ions for  every government  depar tment .  The Covernment  has recognised th is  is  t rue
of  the Big Society  -  i t  has Cabinet  level  responsib i l i ty  and a c lear  s t rategy.  In  l ight  of  th is  I
hope you wi l l  recognise the ro le of  fami l ies in  improving outcomes by ensur ing that  your
depar tment  commits  to  fu l ly  suppor t  an in tegrated government-wide approach to
strengtheni ng fam i I  ies.

The abi l i ty of your department to play i ts part in reducing the f iscal defici t  and protect the
publ ic  wi l l  depend on the act ions of  o ther  depar tments wi th regard to fami l ies.  We would be
interested to know what proport ion of cr ime reduction you see as being dependent on
strengthening fami ly  re lat ionships and how the depar tment  wi l l  moni tor  progress in  th is
area.

The Relat ionships Foundat ion est imates that  the annual  c iv i l  and cr iminal  just ice costs l inked
to family breakdown are over f7 bi l l ion a year. t  These costs include a signif icant proport ion
of  pol ice,  pr ison and cour t  costs spent  deal ing wi th those f rom broken fami l ies.  l t  a lso
inc ludes the amount  spent  on fami ly  cour t  cases and the costs of  running the Chi ld  Support
Agency and the new Chi ld  Maintenance and Enforcement  Commiss ion.

1 See When Relationships Co Right/When Relotionships Co Wrong (2009) http://tiny.cclWhenRelatiorlships updated
f or 2010 in Counting the Cost of Fomily Foilure http://tiny.cclFailureCost

Executive Director: Mir-h,, tel Trend

0 . 1 2 2 1  5 6 6 . l l i  i n i o r q r e l a t i o n s i r i p : f o u r r r l a t i ( r l r . r ' ) i ! . 13  l 1 , r r r p " r  \ l t r ' r ' l  ( ' , t t t t l l r - t d , J , '  (  l l l  : ' . . 1 ; '



The ev idence on the l ink between fami ly  re lat ionships and cr ime is  s t rong,  and not  fu l ly
explained by the poverty that is al l  to often associated with broken famil ies. 7Oo/o of young
of fenders are f rom s ingle parent  fami l ies.2 Hal f  o f  under-18s in  pr ison have a h is tory of  be ing
in care or social service involvement, and 27o/o of al l  pr isoners were taken into care as a
child.3 The Cost of Domestic Violence report estimated that domestic violence alone cost the
cr iminal  just ice system around f  1  b i l l ion in  2OO1.4

During their sentence 45o/o of prisoners lose contact with their famil ies and many separate
from their partners.t However, prisoners who had at least one visi t  from family or partners
were twice as l ikely to have an employment, education or training place arranged on release
and three t imes more l ikely to have accommodation arranged as those who did not receive
any visi ts. The frequency of visi ts also increased the l ikel ihood of having a job or
accommodat ion.6

We hope that  you wi l l  take the oppor tuni ty  of  Nat ional  Fami ly  Week to s ignal  a  c lear
commitment to support a government-wide strategy for the family. We were very
encouraged to see in the lnvitotion to Join the Government of Britoin the assurance that
'Br i ta in 's  fami l ies wi l l  get  our  fu l l  back ing across a l l  our  pol ic ies. 'This  commitment  must ,
surely, be bui l t  into the heart of the pol icymaking process. Stronger, more stable famil ies
could over  t ime save your  Department  b i l l ions of  pounds each year  -  sat is fy ing cont inu ing
demands for progress while reducing the f iscal defici t .
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'  Breakdown Britain, Volume 2 Fractured Famil ies, (Social Justice Policy Croup, 2006).
3 Bromley Brief ing: Prison Factf i le (Prison Reform Trust, Nov 2006), p 18-21.
o Sylvia Walby, op cit .
5 The Forgotten Mojority (London: Nacro, 2OOO).
t' S Niven and D Stewart, Resettlement outcomes on releose from prison. Home Office Findings 248 (London: Home
Office, 2005).


