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The Relationships Foundation, established in 1993, is a Cambridge-based independent think tank seeking a 
better connected society. It studies the effect that culture, business and government have on relationships. It 
proposes new ideas for strengthening social connections, campaigns on issues where relationships are being 
undermined, and trains and equips people to think relationally for themselves. 
 

 
The Relationships Foundation is concerned that, despite the Government’s stated ambition 
to make the UK the most family friendly country in Europe, they have as yet failed to bring 
forward a long term strategy to achieve this. The difficult fiscal climate pre-dates that 
ambition: there is no excuse for not addressing it in this, and future budgets. We have been 
urging the Government to take its pledge seriously since the General Election last year. 
 
UK families are among the most financially pressured in Europe, and as Nick Clegg has said 
‘Financial hardship, the stress and conflict it causes, can be hugely disruptive for families’. 
The Government must address the gamut of pressures on the family, in a joined-up way and 
with a long term plan in mind. With that in mind, we have five questions for the Chancellor: 
 

 What measures would need to be taken to reduce the financial pressures on families 
in the UK to a level comparable with the top five family friendly countries in Europe?  

 

 Given the Prime Minister’s commitments, has every initiative in this budget been 
tested against the benchmark of whether it makes Britain more or less family 
friendly?  

 

 If this is a growth budget, will the Government commit to bringing forward a family 
friendly budget next year? 

 

 What long term strategy does the Government have for reducing family breakdown, 
and reducing the costs of family breakdown? 

 

 How often has the Childhood and Families Taskforce met, and what impact has it 
had on this budget? 

 

Headlines 
 The commitment to making Britain family friendly has persisted into the Coalition 

Government. But aside from money for couple relationships education, and the 
promise to end the couple penalty in the benefits system, little has been done. 

 Using purchasing power parity, UK energy costs have been among the lowest in 
Europe, and UK food costs around the average. Fuel costs upwards of 5% of 
household budgets, food inflation is rising at 6.3% compared with a Eurozone 
average of 1.5%. 

 However, there are more serious financial pressures on UK families: 

mailto:s.barker@relationshipsfoundation.org
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o 13.9% of UK households with dependent children have household debt more 
than 100% of their monthly disposable income. This is the highest in Europe, 
equal with Germany (Eurostat, latest data 2008). 

o 15.4% of UK households with dependent children experience housing cost 
overburden, the fourth highest in Europe (Eurostat, latest data 2009). 

o We have the third highest childcare costs as a percentage of family income, 
23.5% (Eurostat, latest data 2004). 

 Financial pressure can lead to relationship problems and relationship breakdown: 

o One in twelve households had experienced relationship problems as a result 
of financial difficulties. (Kempson, E. 2002. Over-indebtedness in Britain: A 
report to the Department of Trade and Industry). 

o The Legal Services Research Centre found ‘Debt problems can bring about ill-
health, relationship breakdown and loss of employment’ and have 
‘particularly distressing impacts on parents’ relationships with their children.’ 
(Pascoe Pleasance, et al. “A Helping Hand: The impact of debt advice on 
people’s lives” 2007). 

o 27% of couples regularly argue when they try to discuss their finances (FSA 
2006). 1  

o 10.7 million people suffer relationship problems because of money worries 
(YouGov).2 

 Family breakdown costs the UK taxpayer around £42 billion a year3. Tobacco costs 
£13.74 billion (Policy Exchange)4, Alcohol costs between £20-£25 billion (DH figures). 

 

 The Childhood and Families Taskforce, set up in June last year, was supposed to 
‘report its conclusions around the end of *2010+’5 and Nick Clegg promised that 
‘proposals will be developed in the context of the upcoming Spending Review’.6 He 
said these proposals would deliver ‘practical help for families’. There is no suggestion 
anything is coming. 
 

o BIS was working with the taskforce on flexible working and shared parental 
leave: Vince Cable announced last Friday that the Government are delaying 
their pledge on flexible working.  

 

                                                 
1
 http://www.fsa.gov.uk/pages/Library/Communication/PR/2006/010.shtml 

2
 Breakdown Britain, CSJ, p.19. 

3
 Relationships Foundation Cost of Family Failure report 

www.relationshipsfoundation.org/Web/OnlineStore/Product.aspx?ID=132  
4
 http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/publications/publication.cgi?id=182  

5
 www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/jun/17/nick-clegg-family-task-force 

6
www.libdems.org.uk/latest_news_detail.aspx?title=Nick_Clegg's_speech_on_supporting_families_and_childr

en&pPK=6d739b75-08a1-4262-9309-39b0fc8fc45c 

http://www.fsa.gov.uk/pages/Library/Communication/PR/2006/010.shtml
http://www.relationshipsfoundation.org/Web/OnlineStore/Product.aspx?ID=132
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/publications/publication.cgi?id=182
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/jun/17/nick-clegg-family-task-force
http://www.libdems.org.uk/latest_news_detail.aspx?title=Nick_Clegg's_speech_on_supporting_families_and_children&pPK=6d739b75-08a1-4262-9309-39b0fc8fc45c
http://www.libdems.org.uk/latest_news_detail.aspx?title=Nick_Clegg's_speech_on_supporting_families_and_children&pPK=6d739b75-08a1-4262-9309-39b0fc8fc45c
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 Nick Clegg told Demos in January ‘We are not casual about the pressure that many 
parents feel’, and he recognised that ‘Financial hardship, the stress and conflict it 
causes, can be hugely disruptive for families’.7 

 
 
Commentary 
 
An analysis of EU statistics reveals families in the UK to be among the most pressured in 
Europe, with financial pressures being one of the main areas of concern. The Budget should 
therefore demonstrate how the Government will honour its promises to relieve pressures 
on families and to make Britain the most family friendly country in Europe.8 
 
This analysis is drawn from preparatory work Relationships Foundation is doing to generate 
a Family Pressure Gauge. This will begin to measure, against the European comparators 
adopted by the Coalition, how family friendly the UK is. While this will look at indicators 
across a range of areas, the nature of the budget causes us to focus here on financial 
hardships in particular. 
 
Energy costs and food prices are actually less of a problem for UK families than in many EU 
countries. It is debt, housing costs and childcare costs that are the real pressure points.9 
 
‘Hard working families’ usually feature in budget speeches. More recently they have been 
joined by the ‘squeezed middle’ as a focus of political concern. Budgets are typically 
analysed in terms of who benefits, and who loses, by how many pounds a week, and how 
‘fair’ this distribution is. But reducing the pressures on families to the levels that 
characterise the best in Europe will need far-reaching reform. 
  
Even before the full impact of the financial crisis and measures to tackle the deficit, 21% of 
households with dependent children in the UK (about 2 million households) were having 
difficulty or great difficulty in making ends meet.10 While better than many EU countries, 
this is still double the percentage of families in Finland, Norway, Sweden and Denmark, and 
more than Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Austria and Iceland. There is a long way to 
go to catch up with the best. 
 
These pressures have real consequences. A survey for the FSA found that over a third (35%) 
of British couples are kept awake at night worrying about their money situation and over a 

                                                 
7
 http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/parenting-speech  

8
 After the coalition agreement was signed, David Cameron wrote in the Daily Mail ‘making Britain more family 

friendly is still a crucial objective of this coalition government. We're committed to recognising marriage in the 
tax system, taking action on the couple penalty in the tax credit system and increasing the number of Sure 
Start health visitors to give parents the help they need.’(21 May 2010) www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-
1280143/David-Cameron-says-Im-Tory-Prime-Minister-despite-coalition.html  
9
 See Appendix 1 for full data. 

10
 See Appendix 1. Family Statistics from ONS - www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1865 In 2006 there 

were 17 million families in the UK, and 7 million families with dependent children in England, so c. 9 million 
families with dependent children in the UK 

http://www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/parenting-speech
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-1280143/David-Cameron-says-Im-Tory-Prime-Minister-despite-coalition.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-1280143/David-Cameron-says-Im-Tory-Prime-Minister-despite-coalition.html
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1865
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quarter (27%) of couples regularly argue when they try to discuss their finances. 
11

 A YouGov 
survey found that 10.7 million people suffer relationship problems because of money 
worries.12

  
 
Household debt 
 
Germany and the UK are the worst in Europe when it comes to households with dependent 
children facing ‘highly critical’ levels of debt. This is defined as arrears on loans, rents, 
utilities, mortgages, together with outstanding overdrafts and credit card balances that 
represent more that 100% of monthly disposable income. The 14% of UK and German 
households in this situation contrast to 1% of Nordic households, 2% of Dutch households or 
3% of French households. 
 
Childcare costs 
 
The UK is the third most pressured, with 23.5% of family income spent on childcare costs. 
While UK families fare better than those in Ireland where childcare can take up 40% of 
income, it is more than twice the burden faced by French families (10%), three times the 
burden on German families and more than 20 times the burden of Norwegian families. 
 
Housing costs 
 
The UK is also a laggard in terms of the burden of housing costs, with only families in 
Greece, Germany and Denmark under more pressure. EU data defines being overburdened 
by housing costs as spending more than 40% of equivalised disposable income on housing. 
With 15% of UK households with dependent children being overburdened, this is nearly nine 
times as many as France and five times as many as Finland. 
 
Energy and food 
UK energy costs (gas, electricity, petrol and diesel) are among the lowest in Europe on a 
purchasing power standard (an artificial common currency used by the European 
Commission when adjusting for price level differences across countries). Nevertheless 
concerns about vehicle fuel prices are, according to the Institute of Fiscal Studies, 
unsurprising: 
 

Day-to-day changes in fuel prices are highly visible and fuel is an important share of 
spending for many households, so the salience of the issue is unsurprising. In 2009, 
vehicle fuel made up on average 4.9% of household spending, and more than one in 
five households spent over 9% of their budget on fuel. As prices have risen since 2009, 
fuel's prominence in household budgets has probably grown further13 

 
The UK is mid table in terms of food prices (adjusted for purchasing power), with mainly 
southern and eastern European nations faring better. Norway, Switzerland and Denmark are 

                                                 
11

 http://www.fsa.gov.uk/pages/Library/Communication/PR/2006/010.shtml 
12

 Breakdown Britain, CSJ, p.19. 
13

 Fuel duties and a fair fuel stabiliser: fuel for thought, IFS, March 2011, 
http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5503 

http://www.fsa.gov.uk/pages/Library/Communication/PR/2006/010.shtml
http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5503
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the most expensive. However food price inflation is running much higher in the UK and in 
the rest of Europe (6.3% compared to the Eurozone average of 1.5%) suggesting that the 
pressure on UK families is growing. 14 
 

Lack of ‘family friendly’ action 
 
There is mounting criticism of the Government’s failure to deliver on its pledge to make 
Britain family friendly: 

27/10/10 Tim Montgomerie writes in the Times that ‘family policy has run into the sands’ 
because of the Liberal Democrats. 
www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/opinion/columnists/article2782952.ece 

17/10/11 The Government insist that the Taskforce will address the concerns raised by 
4Children’s Family Commission http://www.people.co.uk/news/uk-world-
news/2010/10/17/recession-pushing-families-into-crisis-warns-watchdog-102039-
22639257/ 

3/02/2011 Conservative Home notes that the lack of, inter alia, family policy is having a 
negative impact on the grassroots and backbench Conservatives 
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2011/02/conservative-party-cameron  

5/02/2011 Peter Oborne accuses Cameron of ‘caving in to those waging war against the 
family’ http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/peteroborne/100074678/david-cameron-has-
caved-in-to-those-waging-war-against-the-family/ 

7/2/2011 API asks ‘whatever happened to the Childhood and Families taskforce’ 
www.socialworknow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Social-Care/1053792/Government-blasted-
childhood-taskforce-silence/  

7/3/2011 The Daily Express calls the Taskforce a ‘fiasco’. 
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/233011/Fiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-
family  

12/03/2011 Harry Benson, who addressed the 2009 Party Conference where he ‘utterly 
applauded’ David Cameron’s approach to marriage asks ‘where is the family policy?’: 
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/harry-benson-where-is-the-
governments-family-policy.html (see Harry’s address to Conference here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgFFZ1Fim6M) 

17/03/11 Ruth Porter of the Institute of Economic Affairs argues that ‘the family is a crucial - 
and oft-forgotten - element of the Big Society’ 
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/ruth-porter-the-family-is-a-crucial-
and-oft-forgotten-element-of-the-big-society.html  

                                                 
14

 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/8368232/Food-prices-rising-faster-
in-Britain-than-rest-of-Europe.html 
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?querytype=view&queryname=221 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/opinion/columnists/article2782952.ece
http://www.people.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2010/10/17/recession-pushing-families-into-crisis-warns-watchdog-102039-22639257/
http://www.people.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2010/10/17/recession-pushing-families-into-crisis-warns-watchdog-102039-22639257/
http://www.people.co.uk/news/uk-world-news/2010/10/17/recession-pushing-families-into-crisis-warns-watchdog-102039-22639257/
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2011/02/conservative-party-cameron
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/peteroborne/100074678/david-cameron-has-caved-in-to-those-waging-war-against-the-family/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/peteroborne/100074678/david-cameron-has-caved-in-to-those-waging-war-against-the-family/
http://www.socialworknow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Social-Care/1053792/Government-blasted-childhood-taskforce-silence/
http://www.socialworknow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Social-Care/1053792/Government-blasted-childhood-taskforce-silence/
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/233011/Fiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-familyFiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-familyFiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-family
http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/233011/Fiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-familyFiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-familyFiasco-of-Nick-Clegg-task-force-to-aid-the-family
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/harry-benson-where-is-the-governments-family-policy.html
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/harry-benson-where-is-the-governments-family-policy.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgFFZ1Fim6M
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/ruth-porter-the-family-is-a-crucial-and-oft-forgotten-element-of-the-big-society.html
http://conservativehome.blogs.com/platform/2011/03/ruth-porter-the-family-is-a-crucial-and-oft-forgotten-element-of-the-big-society.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/8368232/Food-prices-rising-faster-in-Britain-than-rest-of-Europe.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/retailandconsumer/8368232/Food-prices-rising-faster-in-Britain-than-rest-of-Europe.html
http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?querytype=view&queryname=221
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Delay to flexible working 
 
Since his election as leader of the Conservative Party, David Cameron has been committed 
to extending flexible working,15 a commitment restated in the Conservative Party Manifesto, 
as well as in the Liberal Democrat Manifesto, and the coalition agreement.16 
 
An unreported impact assessment undertaken by the Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills, found that extending the right to parents of 17 years olds would give a net 
benefit of £20 million to government and business over ten years.17  
 
But on Friday, 18th March 2011, Mark Prisk announced that the coalition would not be 
introducing this, as planned, in April 2011, but delaying it indefinitely. This is without 
consultation, which was promised for 2010. 
 
The Childhood and Families Taskforce 
 
In November last year Jon Trickett MP asked the ‘Prime Minister on how many occasions 
the Childhood and Family Task Force has met to date; and who attended each such meeting’ 
 
The Prime Minister answered: ‘The Childhood and Families Task Force was created in June 
2010. The role of this group is to identify and prioritise a small number of specific policy 
proposals that will make the biggest difference to children and families. It is longstanding 
Government practice not to disclose information relating to ministerial meetings, including 
the proceedings of Cabinet and Cabinet committees, as to do so would put at risk the public 
interest in the full and frank discussion of policy by Ministers.’18 

However, the list of Cabinet Office Committees does not include the ‘Childhood and Families 
Taskforce, and it has had no significant output.19 

Conclusion 
 
As Michael Trend, Executive Director of Relationships Foundation, has said: 
 

“Employment is the crucial route out of our social and economic problems, 
but David Cameron will repeat the mistakes of the past if he drives the 
economy at the expense of family and community.” 

                                                 
15

 http://www.conservatives.com/pdf/BuiltToLast-AimsandValues.pdf 
16

 The Coalition agreement made the pledge: “We will extend the right to request flexible working to all 
employees, consulting with business on how best to do so.” 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/prod_consum_dg/groups/dg_digitalassets/@dg/@en/documents/digitalasset/dg_1
87876.pdf http://media.conservatives.s3.amazonaws.com/manifesto/cpmanifesto2010_lowres.pdf 
http://network.libdems.org.uk/manifesto2010/libdem_manifesto_2010.pdf 
17

 www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/employment-matters/docs/i/10-1217-impact-flexible-working-parents-
children-aged-17.pdf 
18

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101108/text/101108w0001.htm#1011082500
0048 8 Nov 2010 : Column 24W 
19

 www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/cabinet-committees-system-and-list-cabinet-committees 

http://www.conservatives.com/pdf/BuiltToLast-AimsandValues.pdf
http://www.direct.gov.uk/prod_consum_dg/groups/dg_digitalassets/@dg/@en/documents/digitalasset/dg_187876.pdf
http://www.direct.gov.uk/prod_consum_dg/groups/dg_digitalassets/@dg/@en/documents/digitalasset/dg_187876.pdf
http://media.conservatives.s3.amazonaws.com/manifesto/cpmanifesto2010_lowres.pdf
http://network.libdems.org.uk/manifesto2010/libdem_manifesto_2010.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/employment-matters/docs/i/10-1217-impact-flexible-working-parents-children-aged-17.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/employment-matters/docs/i/10-1217-impact-flexible-working-parents-children-aged-17.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101108/text/101108w0001.htm#10110825000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm101108/text/101108w0001.htm#10110825000048
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-library/cabinet-committees-system-and-list-cabinet-committees
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“Family stability has a huge impact on children, parents and on wider social 
issues. Until the coalition realises that getting family life right delivers the 
biggest reform in almost every area of public life, it cannot hope to achieve 
its goals. 
 
“The Government have delayed for months the question of how Britain will 
become the most family friendly country in Europe.” 

 
The Government has pledged repeatedly to make Britain Family Friendly. Now it must begin 
to set out a long term strategy for achieving this. 
 
For further information contact Sam Barker, Head of Family Policy:  
07817 523116 / s.barker@relationshipsfoundation.org  

mailto:s.barker@relationshipsfoundation.org
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Appendix: some Eurostat data on family costs. 
 
Households with dependent children with household debt more than 100% of its monthly 
disposable income, 2008 (%). 
 

Germany 13.9 France 3.1 Luxembourg 1.1 

United 
Kingdom 

13.9 Slovakia 2.6 Malta 1.1 

Cyprus 9.8 Iceland 2.6 Estonia 1.0 

Austria 8.2 Belgium 2.5 Norway 1.0 

Greece 5.8 Czech 
Republic 

2.3 Finland 0.9 

Slovenia 5.5 Denmark 2.2 Sweden 0.9 

Bulgaria 5.3 Latvia 2.1 Lithuania 0.1 

Italy 4.9 Netherlands 2.1 Poland 0.0 

Ireland 4.6 Spain 1.7 Switzerland  

Hungary 3.4 Romania 1.6   

  Portugal 1.4   

 
NB: According to Eurostat the amount owed in arrears was recorded for: housing 
bills/repayment, consumption loan/credit repayment and other non housing bills. In 
addition, the outstanding amounts were recorded for: bank overdrafts and credit and/or 
store card(s) unbalanced. Although the scale was not strictly additive it was possible to 
characterise the overall degree of the household financial difficulties when aggregating the 
different dimensions. For instance, a household can be said to be in a ‘critical’ situation with 
respect to arrears if the household had a debt higher than its monthly disposable income in 
one dimension or in the combination of various dimensions. The amount of the mortgage 
itself is not taken into account, only the arrears related to the payment of the mortgage are 
included. 
 
A report for the Department of Trade and Industry in 2002 found a clear link between 
friction in the household and the extent of financial difficulties being faced. A third (34%) of 
households in this study who were in financial difficulty said that money was a source of 
friction, compared to 14% of households with no financial difficulties at all. The most 
common consequence was stress or anxiety, experienced by about a quarter of those in 
financial difficulty. It also found that one in twelve households had experienced relationship 
problems as a result of financial difficulties. (Kempson, E. (2002) Over-indebtedness in 
Britain: A report to the Department of Trade and Industry. Available at 
http://www.pfrc.bris.ac.uk/Reports/Overindebtedness_Britain.pdf ) 
 
Another report found ‘Debt problems can bring about ill-health, relationship breakdown 
and loss of employment’ and be ‘particularly distressing impacts on parents’ relationships 
with their children. (Pascoe Pleasance, Alexy Buck, Nigel J Balmer and Kim Williams. “A 
Helping Hand: The impact of debt advice on people’s lives” Legal Services Research Centre 
Research Paper No. 15, 2007, i). 
 
 

http://www.pfrc.bris.ac.uk/Reports/Overindebtedness_Britain.pdf
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Households with dependent children experiencing housing cost overburden, 2009 (% of 
total population). 
 

Greece 24.1 Norway 8.4 Estonia 4.6 
Germany 21.4 Portugal 8.3 Lithuania 4.5 
Denmark 20.9 Italy 8.0 Ireland 3.7 
United 
Kingdom 15.4 Iceland 7.9 Luxembourg 3.6 

Spain 13.6 
Czech 
Republic 7.4 Austria 3.1 

Romania 13.4 Poland 6.5 Finland 3.0 
Netherlands 12.0 Belgium 6.4 Slovenia 2.9 
Hungary 8.8 Latvia 5.7 Malta 2.7 
Switzerland 8.8 Bulgaria 5.3 France 1.8 
Slovakia 8.6 Sweden 5.3 Cyprus 1.7 

 
In January 2010, Shelter reported that more than two million Britons are being forced to 
delay having children due to the high cost of housing. Their findings suggested 18 per cent 
of 18 to 44 year olds, equivalent to 2.4 million people, are actively putting off having 
children because of high housing costs. This rises to 24 per cent among 18-34 year olds. One 
in five 18-44 year olds have waited for as long as six years to start a family, while 37 per cent 
expect housing costs to continue to delay their plans for another four years. 
www.financebehavior.co.uk/news/two-million-britons-delay-having-a-family-due-to-high-
housing-costs/20/01/2010/ 
 
 
Average of net childcare costs for dual earner and lone parent families, 2004 (% of family 
income). 

Ireland 40.5 Poland 8.6 Hungary 3.2 

Malta 30.6 Denmark 8.1 Portugal 3.1 

United 
Kingdom 

23.5 Germany 7.6 Lithuania 1.7 

Switzerland 22.3 Netherlands 7.3 Norway 1.0 

Czech 
Republic 

15.1 Latvia 7.0 Estonia -4.6 

Iceland 14.2 Finland 5.7 Bulgaria  

Cyprus 12.9 Sweden 5.5 Spain  

Slovakia 12.5 Luxembourg 5.3 Italy  

Austria 12.1 Greece 4.7 Romania  

France 10.0 Belgium 3.9 Slovenia  

 
 
A survey published in February 2011 the Daycare Trust, the national childcare charity, found 
that low-income families and working women are being priced out of nurseries and forced 
out of their jobs as childcare costs rise twice as fast as wages. While pay rose 2.1% over the 
past year, the cost of a nursery place for a child aged two or over increased by 4.8%. London 
and the south-east saw the biggest price rises but the most expensive nursery in the survey 

http://www.financebehavior.co.uk/news/two-million-britons-delay-having-a-family-due-to-high-housing-costs/20/01/2010/
http://www.financebehavior.co.uk/news/two-million-britons-delay-having-a-family-due-to-high-housing-costs/20/01/2010/
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was in the West Midlands charging £11 an hour. Parents needing 50 hours of childcare 
provision every week could pay more than £28,000 a year. 
 
Parents of young children now face an average annual bill of £5,028 for 25 hours of nursery 
care a week in England rising to as high as £6,164 in London. In the north-east, parents pay 
an average of £82.70 a week or £4,300 a year. 
www.totallymoney.com/news/index.php/2011/02/rising-childcare-costs-and-government-
cuts-heap-pressure-on-working-families/  
 
Households with dependent children making ends meet with “difficulty” or “great 
difficulty” (% of total population) Eurostat, 2005-2008  
 

Bulgaria 63.4 Poland 33.7 Iceland 18.6 

Hungary 59.7 Lithuania 32.6 Austria 18.1 

Greece 57.1 Ireland 31.1 Switzerland 14.8 

Malta 53.7 Slovakia 31.1 Germany 11.5 

Romania 51.5 Czech 
Republic 

30.6 Netherlands 10.9 

Portugal 49.3 Slovenia 24.7 Denmark 10.4 

Latvia 48.4 Belgium 23.4 Luxembourg 9.0 

Cyprus 45.4 France 23.4 Sweden 8.8 

Italy 42.4 Estonia 22.5 Norway 8.1 

Spain 34.2 United 
Kingdom 

20.9 Finland 7.6 

 

http://www.totallymoney.com/news/index.php/2011/02/rising-childcare-costs-and-government-cuts-heap-pressure-on-working-families/
http://www.totallymoney.com/news/index.php/2011/02/rising-childcare-costs-and-government-cuts-heap-pressure-on-working-families/

